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Stop dreaming and make your business a reality

There are companies
out there which will
finance your ideas

BY JONT SCHOEMAN

outh Africa is thriving! It
appears us il many peopbe are
piariing mew businesses,

This is rue to somse exient, but
the truth is not all that we believe it
fo b

Yes South Africa is thriving and
constantly growing, more people
are moving into our middie and
upper class sectors, but sadly most
of these people are emplovess, and
most of them are employees of
companies that have been estab-
lished for many years,

According to the Global Entre
preneurship Monitor (GEM) Re-
leased in February by the UCT
Graduate School of Business,
South Africa does not have enough
new emerging businesses to sustain

s currenl growth rate. South
Africa came in 30th out af 42 coun-
tries with regards (o starfup busi-
MHEESE,

We need more new businesses to

create  employment, because
currently we are putting too much
pressure on the existing organisa-
tions to grow so they can increase
the amount of people they employ

Whatt can we do to improve this?

Firsily, for a country with so much
apportunity, South Africans are
very risk-overse. [t's easier o just
it in a comfortable job than to start
up that business you always
dreamed of starting. What has hap-
pernid to oir courage?

I know it’s daunting to start
your own business, as an entrepre
neur [ can definitely attest to that. |
have been through the trials of a
startup business and because my
business is about helping people
start up businesses, or improve
existing businesses

I experience the irials of a
startup business all the time. You
don't necd to leave your job Lo start
your new business; | always advise
m¥ clients to carry on with their
current job if possible while they
plan thelr business and get it toa
point of sustainabilite

Here is a question I would like to
pose to all of you. Are the street
vendors more courageons than
you? As annoying as they can be, 1
have a loi of respect for siroet
vendors and those goys who do

their utmost to get you to buy a pair
of sunglasses at the robots.,

Why do [ say this? Firstly they
have the puts to.do what they are
doing and [ can guarantes that if
we took a group of average mbddle
class citizens, and an equal number
of street vendors, the street vendors
with a Little bit of guidance would
have a better chance at becoming
billionaires than the average mid-
die class employes because they
have courage.

South Africa has many beggars
because we are spoilt. Begging is
more coandortable than belng inno-
vative and starting a little business
or hiring oul your services.

I know I'm being harsh, but
think about ii. S0 whal are you
waiting for? Mow | know many of
you do have the guts (o jump into
the adventure of being an entrepre-
ner, but you might have things to
say like: “But T don't have enough
business acumen™ or “1 don't have
the start-up capital needed and |
don’t know where to get it from”.

The average middle class citlzen

has access 0 the Internet; if you
use Croogle you will find that there
are companies out there that wil
hielp woul

IT you fall under the BEE cate
gory then you can get help from thi
government and if you don't fal
under that eatepory or want to go o
a government organisation ther
you can get help from other organ:
isations such as Yea! The Young
Entreprencurs Academy

Yea! helps young entrepreneurs
from ages 36 and under to turn 2
basiness concept into reality o
Erow an existing business with the
guldance of top businessmen and
WIHTIE.

Sputh Africa is full of dreamers

we hive all heard the phrase the
American Dream, what about the
African dream? There iz =0 much
opportunity here, let's seise thai
opportunity and work together at
achieving our dreams.
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